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Restoring Biblical Eldership 

Biblical Evidence for Eldership 
Detailed Outline 

Part 2 of 9 
 
Let’s begin now to defend from Scripture the doctrine of biblical eldership.   
 

I. The New Testament Teaches and Models Both Plurality of Elders and Pastoral 
Eldership.   

 
Now, how are we going to prove this?  We need to start with the Old Testament Scriptures.  
 

1. The Old Testament Witnesses to Government by the Plurality of Elders.  
 
My dear friends, eldership is not a new and subversive doctrine. God’s people have always had their elders. 
Throughout the Old Testament Scriptures, over 100 times, we see Israel’s elders representing the people. 
The Old Testament witnesses to government by the plurality of elders. 
 
The problem is that we don’t know the Old Testament or the history of Israel.  
 
To understand New Testament eldership, you have to start in the Old Testament and see the significant 
place the elders had in the history of the people of God.  
 

2. Jesus Christ Established Plurality of Leadership for His Churches.   
 
This is a very interesting fact. Jesus never appointed one man over his church. He never trained one man. 
He trained twelve men, and he trained them together; he appointed twelve to be the first leadership body 
of the church of Jesus Christ. They are the foundation to the church of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ gave us the 
plurality of leadership.  
 
Although he trained and commissioned twelve men, among the twelve apostles, there were first ones 
among equals or a first one among equals. Among the twelve apostles there were the three: Peter, James, 
and John.  Some of the other apostles, we know almost nothing about them.  And among the twelve apostles, 
Peter stands out as the mouthpiece of the group. He’s the natural leader.  
 
Peter is the natural leader in the group; the other eleven men are not, however, his assistants.  They’re not 
his advisers. They are all equally apostles. They’re all equally sent out to preach.  They equally share 
apostolic authority.   
 
But the twelve apostles were not equal in their giftedness or their prominence. And so, this is something 
we must understand to understand eldership, because Christ gave it to us. We call this “first among equals.” 
See Matthew 10:2 and Acts 15:22. 
 
Also, Jesus gave them a unique style of leadership. We call it “servant leadership.” He taught them the 
virtues of humility; he washed their feet. He taught them about forgiveness; he taught them that they were 
to love one another as he had loved them.  
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3. The New Testament Establishes Pastoral Leadership by the Plurality of Elders. 

 
In its major features, pastoral oversight of the local church by a plurality of elders is plainly and amply set 
forth by the New Testament writers. It’s a consistent pattern throughout the New Testament.  
 
The New Testament offers more instruction about elders than it does about the Lord’s Day, the Lord’s 
Supper, baptism, or spiritual gifts.  
 

A. Examples of Eldership 
 
Notice the consistent examples. There were elders in the churches of Judea and surrounding area. There 
were elders in the church in Jerusalem. Among Paul’s churches, a plurality of elders were established in 
Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, and in Ephesus, in Philippi, and the island of Crete.  
 
In the well-traveled letter of 1 Peter, covering a huge swatch of area, Peter talks about the elders in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. We see eldership as a pattern throughout all these churches. 
 

B. Instruction About Elders 
 
Not only does the New Testament provide a consistent example of elders, but there’s explicit instruction 
to the churches about how to support elders, protect elders, restore elders, discipline elders, select elders, 
call elders. 
 
James instructs those who are sick to “call the elders of the church.” Paul instructs the Ephesian church to 
financially support the elders who are laboring at preaching and teaching.  
 
Paul instructs the local church to protect their elders from false accusations. He instructs the church to 
properly look for qualified men and to examine those who seek eldership. He states that the elders are 
God’s household stewards, leaders, teachers, and overseers. 
 
Peter calls the young man of the church to submit to the elders.  
 

C. Instruction and Exhortation to Elders  
 
We have examples of elders, and we have instructions to the church about elders, and now we have direct 
commands to elders.  
 
Paul reminds the Ephesian elders that the Holy Spirit himself placed them in the church to be overseers 
and to pastor the church of God.  
 
To the Ephesian elders, Paul says, “Shepherd (pastor) the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood.” They are to guard the church from false teachers. That’s a direct command to the elders.  
 
Writing to elders throughout all Asia Minor, Peter charges them to “shepherd the flock of God, exercising 
oversight among them.” Another direct command to the elders. How clear can it get?  
 
Peter exhorts the elders to clothe themselves in humility.  



 

Biblical Eldership Resources                                          Biblical Evidence for Eldership - 3 

 
D. The Deficiency of a Church without Elders  

 
Paul writes to Titus:  
 

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order (or set right) what remains and appoint 
elders in every church as I directed you. (Titus 1:5 NASB)  

 
I want you to notice here that a church without qualified elders is a church that needs to be set in order, 
needs to be set right.  It’s deficient.  
 
At the beginning of Paul’s ministry and at the end of his ministry—he appoints elders. 
 
According to Acts 14:23, at the very beginning of his church planting ministry Paul appoints elders:  
 

And when they (Paul and Barnabas) had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and 
fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

 
And then Titus 1:5, our passage, is at the end of his ministry.   
 
Notice carefully what he says to Titus: set in order, set right, by appointing elders.  I. Howard Marshall 
writes:   
 

The term (set in order, set right) may thus express the idea of authority to act, to make appropriate 
and needed reform, such as might be given to lawmakers or by an apostle to his delegate.  

 
A properly constituted church has qualified, functioning pastor elders.  
 
Now, I could say more but I will summarize it this way: This is what the Scripture teaches. We either obey 
or disobey. God knows what is best for his people. 
 


